Who has believed our re;z)ort? And to whom has the arm of
the Lord been revealed? = For He shall grow up before Him
as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has
no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no
beauty that we should desire Him. 2 He is despised and re-
jected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was des-
pised, and we did not esteem Him. ¢ Surely He has borne
our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him
stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 2 But He was wounded for our transgressmns He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. ¢ All we like sheep have gone astray;
We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Z He was oppressed and
He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shear-
ers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. £ He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 2 And
they made His grave, W|th the wicked-- But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any
deceit in His mouth. 2 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offer—
ing for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. * He
shall see the labor of H|s soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall
bear their iniquities. ** Therefore | will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the
strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin
of many, And made intercession for the transgressors.

As we enter this sacred season, we reflect on the profound meaning of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the joy-

ous celebration of Easter. This pivotal event in Christian history shapes not only our faith but also our understanding
of sacrifice, redemption, and hope.

The crucifixion is a testament of our Lord’s immense love for humanity, where He willingly bore the weight of our
sins. As we read in the Gospels, Jesus was arrested, tried, and ultimately sentenced to death on a cross, a method of
execution reserved for the most despised criminals. In this moment of unbearable suffering, He uttered the words,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). This act of forgiveness demonstrates
the depth of His compassion.

Three days following the crucifixion, we celebrate The resurrection of Jesus, where He rose from the dead and won
victory over sin and death. This miraculous event reassures us that death is not the end but a promise of eternal life
for all who believe.

On Easter Sunday, churches around the world resonate with hymns of joy and gratitude as congregants gather to
remember and rejoice in the resurrection of Christ. The empty tomb serves as a powerful reminder that although Je-
sus faced unimaginable suffering, He triumphed over it, offering us new beginnings and the hope of resurrection.

As we commemorate the crucifixion and celebrate the resurrection, let us embrace the message of love, for-
giveness, and hope. In the spirit of Easter, may we cherish the lessons of the crucifixion and the joy of resurrection.
Wishing you and your family a blessed and joyful Easter!

“So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing

by the WORD of God.” Romans 10:17
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TWO WOODS
Christopher Kolker, MD

Once upon a time, a young pastor in a country church walked along an old trail that led deep into the woods. He was
troubled. His flock seemed so stale, so dead, so complacent.

But he did not seem to have the answer to get them out of the doldrums. No matter how many fiery sermons he
preached, with his threats of hell and promises of heaven, they just sat there—no expressions, no “Hallelujahs”, noth-
ing.

They always seemed to appreciate the sermons, but in a superficial way. “Nice sermon” was the most common
thing said as the congregation left the church each Sunday. From there, they would go to the local restaurants for Sun-
day dinner and then repeat the whole thing one week later, without an ounce of change that could be seen.

And so, our young pastor hiked. He needed to clear his head and think. “What’s wrong? | don’t get how these peo-
ple can be so unmoved by the Gospel!”

He came across a deep forest. The tall oak trees were close together, with brush surrounding each tree. The trail got
very narrow, and branches continually stuck him in the face as he struggled to get through the massive thicket of
trees. Dying trees reached in vain against more vigorous, taller trees for sunlight, and the underbrush smothered the
forest floor for room to root. He wondered if he would ever get through the bramble he found himself in.

But he did. Next, he came to a place where pine trees grew. These trees were spread farther apart, and you could
see where fallen pine needles neatly replaced the thick undergrowth around the trees. The trail widened, and there
was more than enough space to walk. Every pine seemed proud and strong.

By the grace of God, our pastor suddenly understood his congregation’s problem. “We are the oak thicket. We are
too close together. We are not meant to be just in one place. We should be expanding and growing. We need to be
out in the world spreading the Gospel, not just in our little church suffocating.”

Does this describe you? Do you keep your faith in the oak thicket and not spread it to grow stronger? Will you spread
the Gospel by showing your faith and proclaiming the Good News?

It is hard to find the words to tell how grateful we are for your prayers and
financial assistance, | can only say, “Thank You!” When the ministry began in
September, 2008, our financial obligations were small, but because of the
ministry’s growth it takes a large sum each month to continue the work. We
are not sponsored by any church association or convention, nor are we sup-
ported by some large business corporation. We are supported by individuals
like you, and others like you. Because of your faithfulness and liberality, we
have never been behind in payment of our obligations. In order for the minis-
try to continue expanding, we must look to you for prayer and financial support. IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT WE ARE DO-
ING, AND WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A PART, PLEASE IN CONSIDER SENDING AN OFFERING TO SPREADING THE WORD
MINISTRY, P. O. BOX 244, CLINTON, OKLA. 73601. For convenience, you can use the enclosed envelope.

Sow Muct Do You

Sinow Aol Easter

1. EASTER WAS ORIGINALLY A PAGAN FESTIVAL. (True or False)

8. THE RISEN JESUS MADE BREAKFAST ONE

2. EASTER EGGS ARE A PART OF EASTER BECAISE MORNING
a. esus enjoyed eggs for breakfast a. For the disciples in the upper room
b. Jesus was a good egg b. On the shore of the Sea of Galilee
c. The disciples but all theirs in one basket c. At Mary and Martha’s home
d. Fges are a symbol of new life 9. WHERE CAN WE FIND THE ANSWERS FOR
. Y €ggs ) THE QUESTIONS ASKED
f. None of the reasons given a. Matthew
3. WHY IS THE EASTER RABBIT A PART OF EASTER b. Mark
a. A rabbit’s foot is good luck c‘ Luke
b. Welsh rabbit was a favorite of the disciples d. John
c. The Easter rabbit is just a commercialization e‘ Only Aand C
d. The bunny has nothing to do with anything f' A B CandD
e. It’s one of those old Egyptian customs g. Only B and D

4. THE WORD EASTER APPEARS IN WHICH VERSION OF THE BIBLE 10. THE GOSPEL WRITERS DEVOTED HOW

a. RSV MUCH OF THEIR WRITINGS TO HOLY WEEK AND
b. TEV

o MTV EASTER

4 KV a. The last chapter of each book

c. All of the above
5. THE JOSEPH WHO WENT TO PILATE TO ASK FOR THE BODY OF
JESUS WAS IN FACT
a. Jesus’ father from Nazareth
b. A rich man from Arimathea
c. Asecret disciple of Jesus
d. None of these
e. More than one of these

6. WHO ROLLED THE STONE AWAY FROM THE GRAVE EASTER MORNING

The eleven disciples
Two men in white robes
An angel who sat on the stone
St. Peter
e. None of these
7. HOW DID JESUS LOOK AFTER HE AROSE
a. Same as always
b. Like Moses
c. Like Elijah
d. Unrecognizable

oo oo

b. Half of their writings
c. Athird of their writings
d. A quarter of their writings
e. None of the above
11. THE BIBICAL WORDS, “I KNOW THAT MY
REDEEMER LIVES,” WERE SPOKEN BY WHOM
a. Job
b. Peter
c. Matthew
d. Billy Graham
12. EASTERIS
a. Atime for parades
b. Celebrated every Sunday of the year
c. An inspiration for Irving Berlin songs
d. The beginning of a new church year

ANSWERS
3.E 4. D (Acts 12:4) 5.E (Matt 27:57)
) 7.D (John 20: 11-18 —Luke 24:32
F 10.C 11A. 12,B



